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BRIEF INTRODUCTION

The Seven Heralds is a short story written by the Italian writer and novelist
Dino Buzzati. In this story, a Prince decides to leave the capital of his kingdom
to embark on a journey that will take him beyond the borders of those lands.
In this quest, he decides to hire seven messengers, who will have the role of
maintaining the communication with his hometown. However, as the distance
traveled increases, the time one herald takes to travel back and forth becomes
consistent. Because of this, once the news arrives, it turns out to be as old and
crumpled as the letters on which it is written. For this reasons the Prince starts
imagining himself old and dying, not even close to any kind of succeed on his
purpose, so he suddenly decides to send the last messenger to the capital, and
the other heralds ahead of him, to anticipate him on the path towards those
borders that he terribly wants to discover.

The Quartet presented here tries to reproduce the sensations offered by the
story without any programmatic intention: the journey as an abandonment of a
comfort zone towards an unexplored world, which can never really be achieved
as long as too many resources are used to keep capillary relationships with the
past.

The initial Corale represents the strong and safe initial condition for the
Prince, and the subsequent elaborations are meant to be enthusiastic, as every
journey at its starting point should be. That joy slowly becomes tedium, anxiety,
fear. The Cello cadenza represents the reflections of the Prince, thinking about
how his hometown is completely changed. He cannot accept to be defeated by
the fate, and the Finale represents his revitalized will to reach those borders.
The same, calm, initial Corale has become a theme full of energy, that leaves the
listener with the hope of a fair ending for the Prince’s adventure.

link all’ascolto:

https://soundcloud.com/tommaso-saturnia/the-seven-heralds?si=
46f7faff5f1c427d93737d1e866d7d20&utm_source=clipboard&utm_
medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
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